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CLAIMS 

1. A truss for binding the legs of a bird together, the 
truss being formed of an edible material and applied above 
the hocks of the bird such that the hocks a^e crossed and 
the legs are held together against the breast of the bird 
with the hocks in proximal but spaced rej/ation to the tail 
of the bird. 

2. A truss as claimed in claim l/ wherein the truss is 
formed from an edible material comprising one or more of 
the following materials: collageh, cellulose, and alginate. 



3. A truss as claimed in Zither preceding claim wherein 
the truss is formed from f3?attened tubular casing. 

4. A truss as claimed^in claim 3, wherein the flattened 
tubular casing is sli/to form films or ribbons which are 
subsequently twisted/ folded or plaited. 



5. A truss as claimed in claim 4, wherein the film or 
ribbon is twiste/to provide between 15 and 110 twists per 
metre . 

6. A truss/as claimed in claim 5, wherein the twisted 
film or ribbon has between 15 and 50 twists per metre and 
a composition comprising 3 parts collagen, 2 parts 
glycerol ,/2 parts water and 1 part cellulose. 

A /truss as claimed in claim 5, wherein the twisted 
film or ribbon has between 75 and 110 twists perm metre and 
a composition comprising 5 parts collagen, 2 parts 
glyc4rol, 2 parts water and 1 part cellulose. 



8. A method of trussing the legs of a bird together to 
form a food product, the method comprising the steps of: 

positioning the legs of the bird close against the 
breast of the bird. 



wo 99/48375 
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11 

arranging the hocks of the bird in a crossed 
conf igurat ion , 

applying a truss formed of an edible material above 
the hocks of the bird such that the hocks are held together 
against the breast of the bird and in proximal but spaced 
relation to the tail of the bird. 
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1. Basis of the report 

1 This report has been drawn on the basis of {substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.) : 

Description, pages: 

1-9 as originally filed 



Claims, No.: 

1-8 



as received on 



1 2/04/2000 with letter of 



10/02/2000 



Drawings, sheets: 

1/2,2^ as received on 



17/05/1999 with letter of 



17/05/1999 



2. The amendments have resulted In the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMfWARY r.oT/r^onn/nnooo 
EXAMINATION REPORT international application No. PCT/GB99/0D932 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) wHh regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-8 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1 -8 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VIL Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Item V: 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : WO 95 33382 A (VOLK ENTERPRISES INC ;VOLK DANIEL J (US)) 14 

December 1995 
D2: WO 90 01878 (BALDAUF (CH)) 8 March 1990 

1 . The present application does not meet the requirements of Art. 33(3) PCT because 
the subject matter of claims 1 and 8 cannot be considered as involving an inventive 
step for the following reasons: 

1 .1 Document D1 , which is oonsidered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (of. page 10,. last paragraph) a food product comprising a bird having its 
legs bound together by a tnjss, from which the subject matter of claim 1 differs in that 
the truss is formed of edible collagen material. 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as how 
to provide a food product comprising a bird having its legs bound together by a truss, 
where this latter does not need to be removed before eating the bird. 
Document D2 teaches the use of edible material to keep together unstable objects 
and is specially directed to meat goods, there included birds (see page 3, lines 6-10). 
Moreover, the document specifies that the truss is made of gelatine containing 
material which is a particular kind of collagen material. It would be obvious to the per- 
son skilled in the art, namely when the same result is to be achieved, to apply these 
features with corresponding effect to a food product according to document D1, 
thereby arriving at a foodproducl according to claim 1. The subject-matter of claim 
1 does therefore not involve an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

1 .2 For the same reasons neither the subject matter of method claim 8 cannot be 
considered as involving an inventive step. 

2. Concerning dependent claims 2 to 7, they appear to relate only to the composition 
or the mechanical adjustments or properties of the truss. Such properties can only 
be regarded as inventive, if the food product presents unexpected effects in relation 
to the known prior art. However, no such effects or properties are indicated in the 
application. Hence, no inventive step is present in the subject-matter of claims 2-7. 
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Item VII: 

The independent claims are not drafted in the proper two-part 
"characterised" form recommended by Rule 6.3.{b),(i).(ii) PCT, having a 
preamble that correctly reflects the nearest prior art. If any amended 
independent claims are filed, the description is not into agreement with the 
wording thereof. 
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